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What we are reading in
2006/2007:

Dec 7: The Memory Keeper's
Daughter by Kim Edwards

Jan 4: The Body in the
Library by Agatha Christie

Feb 1: Never Let Me Go by
Kazuo Ishiguro

Mar 1 The Empress Orchid
by Anchee Min

Apr 5. Handmaiden's Tale by
Margaret Atwood

May 3: The Glass Castle by
Jeanette Walls

June 7: To Be Announced
July 5: To Be Announced
Aug 2: To Be Announced
Sept 6: To Be Announced
Oct 4. To Be Announced
Nov 1: To Be Announced

Dec 6: To Be Announced

If you have any book
suggestions please feel free
to pass them on o me at any
time.

Your Guide to the Classics:
Agatha Chirstie

Agatha Christie is the world's best-known mystery writer. The Guinness Book of
Records listed her as the best-selling fiction author of all time with an estimated
two billion copies of her works sold; a billion copies in the English language and
another billion in over 45 foreign languages. It is often said that she is outsold only
by the Bible and Shakespeare.

Agatha Miller was born in Torquay, England on September 15, 1890. In 1914 she
married Colonel Archibald Christie, an aviator in the Royal Flying Corps. The couple
had one daughter, Rosalind, before their divorce in 1928.

In a writing career that spanned more than half a century, Agatha Christie
wrote 80 novels and short story collections. She also wrote over a dozen
plays, including The Mousetrap, which opened in London on November 25, 1952, and
is now the longest continuously running play in theatrical history and And Then
There Were None, which is opening in the West End in a new adaptation by Kevin
Elyot in 2005.

Christie's first novel, The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), was also the first to
feature her eccentric Belgian detective Hercule Poirot. Surely one of the most
famous fictional creations of all time, Poirot's 'little grey cells' triumphed over
devious criminals in 33 novels and 54 short stories. Christie's last published novel,
Sleeping Murder (1976), featured her other world-famous sleuth, the shrewdly
inquisitive Miss Jane Marple of St. Mary Mead. Miss Marple was created 75 years
ago, and has appeared in twelve novels, and 20 short stories, since her debut in The
Murder at the Vicarage in 1930.

Both Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple have been widely dramatized in feature films
and made-for-TV movies. Murder on the Orient Express (1974), Witness for the
Prosecution (1957), And Then There Were None (1945), and Death on the Nile
(1978) are a few of the successful films based on her works.

Agatha Christie also wrote six romantic novels under the pseudonym Mary
Westmacott. She wrote nonfiction as well - four books including Agatha Christie an
Autobiography and an entertaining account of the many archeological expeditions
she shared with her second husband, Sir Max Mallowan. In 1971, she achieved her
country's highest honor when she received the Order of Dame Commander of the
British Empire. Agatha Christie died peacefully at home on January 12, 1976 after
a short cold.

www.agathachristie.com




