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MBC PARTICIPATES IN HiIsTORIC CELEBRATION

The Inauguration: Day-by-Day

When we learned that Kimberley Parker "11 would have access to
presidential inauguration activities as an alumna of the
Congressional Youth Leadership Council (CYLC), we could not
pass up the opportunity to ask her to write to us from her front
row seat. In the meantime, Parker and MBC senior Stephanie
Ragland, and other members of the MBC community were

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18

The eventful day began at 6 a.m. with a ride to University of
Maryland to hear former Secretary of State, General Colin Powell.
He talked about his journey from childhood to where he is now
and how there are many styles of successful leaders. Powell believes

featured in several local news reports about local people attending that Barack Obama will transform the way the country acts and
the historic event and those celebrating in the Valley (see On the feels about politics. To paraphrase a few quotes | loved from him:
Edge for details). What follows here are excerpts from e-mails “Everything you do in life begins with a vision,” ““leadership is
Parker sent from Washington DC January 18-20. about followers,” “you must try to set an inspirational example,”

and ““don’t say what you did in the past, but what you will do in
the future.”

‘ | After Powell’s speech, we traveled to uptown DC for a panel
discussion called Caught in the Crossfire between Democratic

strategist Paul Begala and Tucker Carlson, senior political corre-

spondent from MSNBC. They spoke in a humorous way about

past presidents and gave their opinions about President-elect

‘ Obama. Carlson said he was very excited about the President-

\ elect’s skill as an orator.

g

The final event of the day was the Presidential Inaugural Opening
Celebration Concert at the Lincoln Memorial. | was star-stuck by
celebrities such as Beyoncé, John Legend, U2, Stevie Wonder,
Queen Latifah, Denzel Washington, Samuel L. Jackson, Jamie FOXxX,
Cheryl Crow, George Lopez, Rosario Dawson, Tom Hanks, Tiger
Woods, and Garth Brooks. That’s quite a list! It was also my first
glimpse of President-elect Obama and his family and Vice President-
elect Joe Biden and his family during the inaugural activities. Those
were the most touching and heartfelt moments of the day, starting
with the National Anthem and closing with Mr. Obama’s speech.
Today was great, and | can’t wait for tomorrow’s adventure.

Edward Scott, professor of philosophy and interim vice president for academic affairs and dean of the Shannon Harris '12 showed her support while attending the college-wide inauguration viewing in
college, and 2008-09 MBC Doenges Visiting Artist/Scholar Cornelius Eady traveled to Washington DC to Francis Auditorium January 20.
be part of history for the inauguration of the country's 44th president.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 19

Today was also busy, busy, busy. The theme of the day was
Exploring the Landscape: Current Issues Seminars, and | was
honored to attend these important sessions. The first seminar was
An Ongoing Struggle: Women and Politics, led by Kim Gandy,
president of National Organization for Women. In an election when
we were very close to having a female nominee for a major political
party, the topic was very timely. | was disappointed to hear about
laws on the books that still limit women’s rights. Two members of
the McCain/Palin 2008 political team led the second seminar,
Running the Race: Campaign Strategy and Analysis. We learned
about the anatomy of a campaign.

The highlight of the day was an evening event with former Vice
President and Nobel Peace Prize winner Al Gore. His address
focused on three major issues facing U.S. leaders: the economy, war,
and the environment. Mr. Gore ended his speech with a memorable
line: “When you think about the end of your lives, ask the question,
‘Did you try to make a difference?””

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20

Inauguration Day! My day started at around 1 a.m., when | began
layering on pink tights, thermals, foot and hand warmers, socks,
turtleneck, coat, and two scarves (enough clothing for at least 10
people) and walking a half-hour to the National Mall. When my
roommate from CYLC and | arrived at about 2:30 a.m. there was
already a line forming. Like me, thousands of people had “general
admission” tickets to get onto the Mall. The four-and-a half hour

wait was worth it; the sun was just rising as they opened the gate to
let the first group — including me — in. It was like opening the
gates of Heaven.

There was a large area reserved for VIPs, security, and political
figures, so even though we were in the group of the first 100
people to enter the Mall, we were pretty far away from the
podium. From my vantage point near the first large screen, | could
see the stage, but not President Obama ... | did see him when |
zoomed in on my camera, though! Before the ceremony started,
people talked in small groups, chanting “Go-Bama’ and singing to
take their minds off the cold. | talked for a little while with a
woman from the Dominican Republic and with my roommate
from Indiana.

I was quiet when the President delivered his speech, trying to take
in each of his words. | was impressed by his thank-you to former
President Bush, and | was once again awed by the inflection and
eloguence of his speech.

A long shower back at the hotel warmed me up before | dressed for
my inaugural ball, which was at the Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum. | felt glamorous in my teal ball gown, surrounded
by others celebrating and dressed to the nines. There were more
than 5,000 people just at the ball we attended, and there were 10
others around the city.

As | get ready to return to Staunton, I've started to think about

how | will share this experience with others, and how it will shape
my studies as a political science major.
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Several faculty and staff members brought their children to Francis Auditorium to witness the inaugura-
tion with a crowd from MBC and the community. They joined the audience in cheers at the close of
Presidential Obama’s speech.

Ina’m al-Shakhatreh, MBC foreign language teaching assistant in Arabic (right) watches the ceremony
intently with others in Spencer Center. "Here | am, a student from Jordan, just few hundred miles away
from where the new leader of America is being sworn in. This is a universal event," said al-Shakhatreh.
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Black History Month

Celebration Educates, Inspires

Celebrations of Kwanzaa and Martin
Luther King Jr. Day are in late
January, but — as they have for
several years — they marked the unof-
ficial start of the February tradition of
Black History Month at Mary
Baldwin College. A full slate of events
including an exploration of Carnival
festivities in the Caribbean, an orator-
ical contest, an AIDS awareness panel,
and an energetic gospel extravaganza
continue throughout the month. Many
Black History Month activities have
recurred for several years and now feel
like part of the fabric of the MBC
community, but Andrea-Cornett Scott,
associate vice president for inclusive
excellence, recalls their origins and
continuing significance.

“With the creation of the office
[of African-American and
Multicultural Affairs] in 1996, we
began a full celebration of Black
History Month. We based the
program on the talents of our student
body,” Cornett-Scott said. The Gospel
Extravaganza was the first event to
become a staple, and when the
dramatically inclined Tonquise Jabari
’03 entered MBC in 1999, Kuumba
Players was added to Black History
Month. When Greater Things Dance
Ministry was started by Jennifer
Oliver ’05 and Adia Holley '04, that
group was added to the programming.

For the first time this year, the
artwork for Black History Month
posters and programs (at top right)
was created by a student. Freshman
Jessica Woodyard did not know it at
the time, but she called on the theme
for this year’s celebration, “Show Me
the Way,” frequently while working
on the 40x42-inch piece requested by
Cornett-Scott.

“I put it off for a long time,
waiting for inspiration,” said
Woodyard, who started painting with
oils last year, and already has several
works in her room at MBC. “With the
encouragement of Rev. Scott, | decided
to overcome my artistic block and
keep it simple by sticking to a ritual
counter-clockwise African dance.”

Woodyard’s vibrant painting,
which she says is still a work in
progress, shows figures in five dance
movements against a multicolored
background. The adult dancers came
first, and it was not until later that

Woodyard realized her

addition of smaller, childlike
figures following the grown-ups
illustrated the activity of “Show Me
the Way.”

This year’s Black History Month
holds special significance for many in
the United States because of the inau-
guration of our first African-American
president on January 20. MBC
Associate Professor of History Amy
Tillerson expressed her personal
connection to the month-long celebra-
tion: “For as long as | can remember,
February has had special meaning for
me. As a child, it seemed like every
Black church in my county had Black
History Month programs and | partic-
ipated in quite a few — reciting poems
by black authors, singing a Negro
spiritual, or presenting a biographical
sketch.” You can read her full reflec-
tion on page 3.

MBC alumna Christian Peele '05
headlined the worship service
February 1 that has been an integral
part of Black History Month for years.
Peele, a graduate of MBC’s Program
for the Exceptionally Gifted, earned
the college’s coveted Algernon Sidney
Sullivan Award and recently became
the youngest person ever to graduate
from Duke University’s Divinity
School. February at MBC also features
a community service event organized
by the student group Libations. The
annual Oratorical Contest highlights
local elementary and middle school
students reading from speeches by
important Civil Rights figures.
Typically, the month showcases a
performance by another student
group, Kuumba Players, but this year’s
play is slated to be presented during
Reunion in March 2009 and wiill
feature alumnae and students in the
cast, Cornett-Scott said.

““I am honored to be one of
the students who will celebrate Mary
Baldwin’s rich diversity and the
roots of my African culture with many
other Boldly Baldwin women,”
Woodyard said.

(from top) Images showcase Black History Month
events over the years: Tempest Jones 10 acts in a
recent Kuumba Players production; original student
poster artwork by Jessica Woodyard ’12; 2008
graduates in traditional garments for an African
Student Kollective fashion show; Anointed Voices
of Praise gospel choir rehearses under the
direction of Kyra Blaino "05 (far left).

For more
details about 2009
Black History Month
events, see calendar
on page 11




mapping
who we are

e asked, and we received.

Members of the Mary
Baldwin College community
responded to The Cupola’s request
for information and examples of the
ways that maps — the college’s
theme for 2008-09 — show up in
their lives and classes; a few of the
write-ins are features here, and more
will be included in future issues.
These examples speak to the ways
maps continue to shape our experi-
ences this academic year.
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“l don’t think I could have gotten along without them,” said Sharon
Kemmerer about the maps she used while studying abroad at one of
MBC’s sister schools, Doshisha Women'’s College in Kyoto, Japan.
Maps became an important part of her day as she navigated the train
system, Doshisha’s campus, and the city. “Although | couldn’t always
read everything on the map, | could figure out where | was and where
I was trying to go,” she said.

4 N\
A Students and administrators from the

Chinese Military Academy (CMA) arrive
on campus today (Feb. 3) from Taiwan to
solidify an exchange agreement between !
the academy and Virginia Women’s f
Institute for Leadership. An important ]
note is that some of the cadets in the
CMA delegation are women, even though
the academy has only a few female 5
students. Among other activities and Q
meetings, the representatives will be e
present for an honor ceremony by VWIL ) '
cadets at 3:30 p.m. in Kable courtyard. )
L]

CHINA

Bay
f.if

Bengal

Mary Baldwin major gifts officers Jenna Smith 98 and Melissa Leecy
'96 use many maps to prepare for visits to donors around the country.
Sometimes it is as literal as using a map to get from place to place, but
the planning behind the visits usually involves a more complex “map”
of the donor’s involvement with MBC and how to build a mutually
beneficial relationship with the college. They have made trips to five
states this academic year and plans to visit seven more this spring.

In his course, Introduction to Health Care Administration, Steve
Mosher, professor of Health Care Administration and political
science, incorporated mapping into a research paper on pathogens.
““Seeing how people interpreted the assignment opened everyone’s eyes
to how many ways pathogens and infection can be mapped,” said
student Coleen Crowley '12.

Mary Baldwin College is on the map as a participant in the National
Teach-In on Global Warming February 4:
www.nationalteachin.org/actionmap. The map shows the distribution
of nearly 600 colleges and universities nationwide that will show a
powerful Webcast and discuss environmental strategies for Barack
Obama’s first 100 days in office. Join MBC and the broader
community for the teach-in and the launch of Staunton Green 2020 at
7 p.m. at Spencer Center.
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“GRANTS” Cont. from Page 1

that collect data, about weather,
water quality, and wave height, Willis
explained. Gatewood will work with
students at regional Governor’s
Schools in the Shenandoah Valley and
Alleghany Highlands to build their
own types of buoys — called Fixed
Location Observation stations — to
record environmental data in their
areas of the Chesapeake Bay
watershed. When the stations are in
place, students will be able to monitor
how events in their areas, such as a
heavy rain or plowing of fields,
impacts the Bay by comparing data
from their stations and CBIBS buoys.
During each year of the grant, a
course entitled The Intersection of
Life and Land will be offered to
students in the MAT program and to
area teachers. Teachers in the course
will study CBIBS technology and
explore ways to teach critical thinking
and problem solving skills using real-
world issues. Governor’s School
students will present their research
findings as part of that course, Willis
explained.

FIND A CAREER HERE

The VFIC grant — made available
through funds allocation to that
organization from Verizon — wiill
help pay for two laptop computers,
software, and assessment tools by
iSkills, and personnel costs to develop
the Career Academy. A launching
point for students who desire a clear
path to the work world, the Career
Academy will provide career-related
assessments, occupational and voca-
tional exploration, and job, internship,
and graduate school assistance.

“We will use the same model for
developing career and life goals that
we’ve used for years with all students
who seek our services,” said Julie
Chappell, director of career develop-
ment services.

Chappell explained that software
provided by the VFIC grant will help
Career Academy students develop
resumés and an electronic portfolio to
record their goals, and direct activities
to practice their skills. The funding
will also facilitate a partnership
between the Career Academy and
Grafton Library. The creation of an
information technology lab, named
Taking the Liberal Arts to Work, is a
critical piece of that program.

MBC also received a $22,500
grant from VFIC via Verizon funding
in spring 2006, which provided
updated presentation technology —
such as digital wipeboards — for
classrooms in Pearce Science Center. A
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Help MBC Be an Earth-
Friendly Environment

In 2008, Mary Baldwin contributed to the more than 58
million pounds of recyclables collected by colleges and
universities during RecycleMania, and we have the chance
to do even more in 2009. RecycleMania, a nationwide
collegiate competition, runs January 18-March 28. You'll
soon start seeing boards around campus with MBC collec-
tion statistics, including the number of pounds of
recyclables per week and a weekly total of
pounds sent to the landfill. Make sure your cans,
bottles, plastic containers, cardboard, and white paper
make it to the proper receptacles on campus for MBC'’s
chance to vie for these RecycleMania awards:

6rand Champion: the highest
recycling rate as a percentage of
overall waste production; more pounds
of recyclables and fewer pounds of

garbage

Per Capita Classic: most pounds of
combined paper, cardboard, and
bottles and cans collected per person

Waste Minimization: the least amount
of solid waste generated per person

Targeted Materials: specific meas-
urements of paper, cardboard, bottle
and can recycling, and use of food
service organics

Students Continue Global Initiative

Sixteen Mary Baldwin College students returned transformed from the first
conference of the Clinton Global Initiative University (CGI U) in March 2007.
While there, they committed themselves and the college to helping young girls at
Dhamma Moli girls’ school in Nepal and raising awareness about human traf-
ficking worldwide. In the year since that conference, those students formed the
Mary Baldwin Global Initiative (MBGI) organization and reached an estimated
250 people in the MBC community through their programs and fundraising.
This month, President Pamela Fox will return to the second conference with a
group of students — some returning, some new. Here are highlights of 2008-09
initiatives from a report to CGI U by MBGI president Robyn Stegman ’09:

Goals and Accomplishments

A Fundraising goal: Raise $500. Accomplishment: Raised $650 with an addi-
tional $400 in pledges from student organizations.

A Awareness goal: Reach 200 people through programs and events.
Accomplishment: 30 active members, 125 people on e-mail distribution,
approximate reach of 250 individuals.

A 1 out of 8 undergraduate students are on the group’s e-mail list.

Fundraising Programs

A Adoption program: Asked organizations, boards, and other student groups
to “adopt” a student from Dhamma Moli and raise $100 by the end of the
academic year. All Dhamma Moli students have since been “adopted” by an
organization or combination of organizations.

A International marketplace: A week-long market where donated items from
faculty, staff, and student travels were sold. The project was successful and
will be continued each semester.

A Other fundraising: Booths at events such as Apple Day and Battle of
the Bands.

Awareness Programs

A Presentations: One campuswide presentation, and a small group discussion
on human trafficking.

A Class visits: One of the best ways to get the word out was through class
presentations. Some students integrated the MBGI initiative into their course-
work and assignments, while others asked professors if they could speak
about the issue when appropriate in class.

A Adoption program: Clubs and organizations that entered the program were
expected to invite a member of MBGI to present at one of their meetings or
have their members attend an MBGI event.

A Film: Sponsored the showing of a documentary about human trafficking in
Nepal and India, The Day My God Died, and led a discussion afterward.

“O’CONNELL” Cont. from Page 1

undergraduate majors in digital
forensics, international and global
studies, and teacher licensure in
special education were also intro-
duced under O’Connell’s leadership.
“The emphasis on leadership
education at Mary Baldwin is evident
in the students and it is wonderful
to so clearly see an institution’s values
expressed through its students,”
she said.
Prior to her tenure at Defiance,
she served as dean for academic
affairs at Cabrini College. Her

responsibilities in that position
prepared her for initiatives Mary
Baldwin continues to explore, such as
learning communities, an honors
living-learning environment, and
community-based research.

The title of college dean may
have overshadowed the fact that
O’Connell will also serve as professor
of English at MBC, but her experi-
ence in that area is not to be
overlooked. She taught English for a
decade at St. John Fisher College and
chaired that department when it had
the highest student contact hours at
the college. She developed a major in

American studies at St. John Fisher
and taught general education and
American literature.

years. Fox thanked Scott in her
announcement to the college
community: “When | asked him to

“Her administrative achievements
with civic and global engagement,
first-year experiences, and faculty
development will be particularly
valuable as we move forward in the
next five years of Mary Baldwin’s
strategic plan,” Fox said.

Dr. Edward Scott, professor of
philosophy, will continue to serve as
interim vice president for academic
affairs and dean of the college until
O’Connell takes office, a position he
has capably held for nearly three

give up time in the classroom —
which he so passionately loves — in
order to serve the college, he did so
cheerfully and energetically, and for
longer than originally planned.”

Fox also extended gratitude to
search committee chair Roderic Owen
and to members Lew Askegaard, Carol
Creager, Susan Blair Green, Jack Kibler,
Anne McGovern, Steven Mosher, John
Ong, Laura van Assendelft, Casby
Stainback ’09, and Sue Whitlock '67
of the Board of Trustees. A
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A Weekly Foreign Language
Conversation Hours at Spencer
Center. Spanish, Mondays 4-5pm;
French, Tuesdays 3-4pm; Japanese,
Wednesdays, 3-4pm; Arabic,
Thursdays 7-8pm.

Mondays
A Recreational Yoga. 12pm, PAC
Dance Studio.

Thursdays
A Al-Anon Meetings. 6:30pm,
Administration Building 208.

Throughout February
A Show Me the Way: Black History
Month at MBC

V¥ February 4: History of Carnival.
7-9pm, Francis Auditorium.

V¥ February 6: African Diaspora
Tea and Umoja Open House.
1-4pm, Umoja House.

V¥ February 10: AIDS Awareness
Panel. 6-8pm, Francis
Auditorium.

V¥ February 17-19: Libations’
Oratorical Contest (2nd and 3rd
grade Feb. 17, 4th and 5th grade
Feb. 18, 6th-8th grade Feb 19.
5:30pm, Francis Auditorium.

V¥ February 21: Anointed Voices of
Praise and Greater Things Dance
Ministry Gospel Extravaganza.
3pm, Francis Auditorium.

V¥ February 21: African Student
Kollective Fashion Show.
7:30pm, SAC.

V¥ February 23-25: Student Art
Show. Deming Alternative

Gallery. Reception: Feb. 23, 7pm.

V¥ February 25: Special showing of
Staunton’s Other Park, a docu-
mentary about the history of
Montgomery Hall Park during
the Jim Crowe era. Interviews
were conducted by Mary
Baldwin College students under
the direction of Amy Tillerson,
associate professor of history,
and was produced in partnership
with the Woodrow Wilson
Presidential Library. 7pm,
Francis Auditorium.

February 2
A Broman Concert: Cypress Quartet.
8pm, Francis Auditorium.

February 5
A Student Event: Election Workshop.
7pm, Academic 210.

Unless otherwise noted, all phone numbers begin with 540-887-

FEBRUARY ’09

S M T WTH F S
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28

A BPB Event: Abyss. 8-10pm,
Nuthouse in Hunt Dining Hall.

A Senior Transitions Program: Resume
writing. 12:15-1:05pm, Sena Center.

February 6
A Resident Advisors chosen. More
info: x7045.

February 9
A Weekend of Welcome new applica-
tions due: Office of Student Events.

February 10

A Division I, 11, and 11l meetings:
12:15pm. Div. I, Academic 411; Div.
11, Academic 407; Div. Ill, Pearce
201.

A Senior Transitions Program:
Interviewing. 12:15-1:05pm, Hunt
West.

February 11

A International Café: Mapping Issues
Around the World. “China’s
Military Expansion,” with Dr.
Daniel Métraux, professor of Asian
Studies. 12pm, Spencer Center.

A Election Event: Election Workshop.
7pm, Academic 209.

February 12

A Putting Social Entrepreneurism on
the Map in Staunton and Around
the Globe: A Focus on Newtown,
featuring Tony Smith, executive
director of the Staunton Creative
Community Fund and Elaine Rose,
CEO of Jazzy T’s. 7pm, Spencer
Center.

February 13

A Student Event: Ice Skating. 6-10pm,
Charlottesville Ice Park. More Info:
X7287.

February 13-15 and 18-22

A MBC Theatre: Wonderful Town,
Wednesday-Saturday, 7:30pm.
Sunday, 2pm. $5 for students,
faculty, and staff. More info. and
tickets: x7189.

February 14
A BPB Late Night Series: 9pm-12am,
Nuthouse in Hunt Dining Hall.

February 15

A Sunday Recital: Susan Black, violin,
Constance Gee, viola, and Lise
Keiter-Brotzman, piano. 3pm,
Francis Auditorium.

A VWIL Event: Honor Ceremony.
7pm, location TBA.

A Election Event: Election Workshop.
7pm, Academic 210.

The Cupola
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Join the MBC community at Spencer Center at 7:30pm to discuss
strategies for global warming during President Obama’s first 100 days
in office. MBC is one of more than 600 colleges and universities
signed up to participate in the National Teach-In (www.national-
teachin.org), which will include a half-hour Webcast with leading
experts on climate change and lively discussion about national policy
recommendations. Mary Baldwin’s teach-in will also serve as a launch
for a new local environmental group, Staunton Green 2020
(www.stauntongreen2020.0rg). If you are a Staunton resident, click
*““sign-up” to sign the organization’s petition for “good jobs and clean
energy.’ The grassroots group’s goals are to cut the area’s green-
house gas emissions by 20% and to produce 20% of our energy
from clean, renewable sources by the year 2020.

February 15-16
A VWIL Overnight: Prospective
students on campus.

February 15-16
A MLIitt/MFA Thesis Project Festival:
6pm, Blackfriars Playhouse.

February 16-March 13

A Art Exhibit;: Panama Overlays,
2007-08: Recent Work by Gerry
Kiefer. Opening reception, February
16, 4:30-6pm. Regular hours 9am-
5pm, Hunt Gallery in Hunt Dining
Hall.

February 17

A Election Event: Slate 1 petitions due.

5pm.

A MLIitt/MFA Thesis Project Festival:
7:30pm, Blackfriars Playhouse.

A Senior Transitions Program: How to
use a career fair. 12:15-1:05pm, Hunt
West.

February 18

A Basketball Game: 7pm, vs. Ferrum
College. PAC Gym.

A Election Event: Meet the
Candidates, Executive Committee.
8pm, Francis Auditorium.

February 19
A Election Event: Vote for EC!
7:45am-7pm, online.

February 20

A Faculty Meeting: 3pm, Hunt West.

A Nabe Celebration: hosted by MBC’s
Japanese students. 6pm, Spencer
Center.

A BPB Event: Descendants of Reality.
8-10pm, Nuthouse in Hunt Dining
Hall.

February 21

A Staunton Contra Dance: 7:30pm,
beginners’ workshop, 8-11pm,
dance. PAC Dance Studio.

February 22
A MLIitt/MFA Thesis Project Festival:
6pm, Blackfriars Playhouse.

February 24

A Term Il ends

A Student event: Meet representatives
from organizations offering service-
learning courses abroad. 11am-1pm,
Hunt Dining Hall foyer.

A Career Premiere Job Fair: 1-5pm,
Salem Civic Center, Salem, VA. For
more info. And for transportation
X7225.

A Student Event: Mardi Gras Dinner.
5-7pm, Hunt Dining Hall.

February 25

A Term IV begins

A C2C College to Career Fair: 10am-
4pm, Greater Richmond Convention
Center, Richmond, VA. For more
info. and transportation x7225.

A International Café: Mapping Issues
Around the World. 12pm, Spencer
Center.

February 26

A Tennis Match: 4:30pm, vs. Roanoke
College. Tennis courts.

A Internship Seminar: 12:15-1:05pm,
Sena Center.

February 27-March 8

A Spring Break: begins at 2:50pm Feb.
27. Residence halls close for
students not approved to stay at
10am Feb. 28 and re-open at 8am
Mar. 8.

A Need a campus map? www.mbc.edu/college/mbcmap.asp



12 February 3, 2009

Lowell Lemons is not a math
professor, but he knows that five
years as a biology teacher, 14 years
as a school administrator, and 16
years as assistant superintendent and
superintendent of public school
systems adds up to a full career. Even
after 34 years in public education —
or perhaps because of it — Lemons
was longing for another classroom to
call his own. In 2006, he left his 13-
year post as superintendent of
Waynesboro Public Schools to teach
teachers at Mary Baldwin College.

“My transition has been very
comfortable and natural,” Lemons
said. “The students who are pursuing
teacher licensure show great commit-
ment to the teaching profession,
giving me optimism about the future
of education. The rich diversity of the
student body has been both unex-
pected and encouraging.”

Lemons earned his master of
education at University of Virginia
and doctorate at Vanderbilt
University, and he contends that
Mary Baldwin’s teacher education
programs are as good as any in the
country. He was honored to be
involved as a new faculty member in
the development of several initiatives
in MBC'’s education department,
including a proposal for a 3+2
program as a combined undergrad-
uate and master’s degree, teacher
endorsement in special education,
and an interdisciplinary elementary
education minor.

The Cupola

~=Tthird degree

T. Lowell Lemons, Associate Professor of Education

“The demands on K-12 classroom

teachers are greater than ever, raising
the expectation of teacher preparation
institutions to strengthen and update
programs. MBC teachers have the
reputation of being well prepared and
successful, and the initiatives taken by
the education department support a
spirit of continuous improvement,”
Lemons said.

This spring, with colleague Jim
McCrory, Lemons will lead his first
May Term trip at MBC. Slots filled
up fast for their adventure in New
Zealand, where students will visit
classrooms and examine the origins
of two highly regarded education
initiatives, whole language and
reading recovery.

What | do: As associate professor of
education, | teach Foundations of
Education. | also partner with Dr.
Patty Westhafer to teach Middle and
Secondary Methods and Reading in
the Content Area, often using
examples from my career experience
to reinforce lessons. | supervise and
conduct seminars for student teachers.
In addition, | represent MBC with the
Mid Valley Student Teacher
Consortium, co-chair the education
committee, and serve on the
Educational Policy Committee for the
college as a whole and the Master of
Arts in Teaching program.

Who'd play you in a movie? I'd
like to pass on this one, but if pressed,

I'll admit that | have always been fond
of the demeanor of Jimmy Stewart.

What is in your home CD/tape
player? Earl Scruggs, Ray Charles,
Seldom Scene, Temptations,

Robin and Linda Williams, and
Rhythm Road

People would be surprised to
know: | began my career as a high
school biology teacher and football,
basketball, and golf coach.

What is your favorite word? Joy.

I believe each of us should constantly
strive to find the joy in our lives.
There is great temptation to dwell on
other things when joy is really all
around us.

What is your least favorite word?
Shut up. | think my dislike for the
words is an indoctrination that started
early in my life. My parents disliked
the phrase, as does my wife, and

I have always felt it is too abrupt

and harsh.

What sound or noise do you
love? An active, interactive classroom

What sound or noise do you
hate? Hurtful gossip

What profession, other than
yours, would you like to partici-
pate in? | have wanted to be a
teacher/educator as long as | can

remember and cannot imagine doing
anything else.

What is your favorite MBC
tradition and why? | really enjoy
the tradition and location of
Commencement. It is a wonderful
celebration at the end of each year for
students and faculty. It is especially
important to families. Throughout my
career, | have found all levels of grad-
uation ceremonies to be special ...
from the cuteness of kindergarten, to
the anxiousness of elementary school,
to the energy of middle school, to the
exuberance of high school, and to the
dignity of college. It is important to
always pause for celebration.

Have a favorite person on campus who needs a little nudge into the spotlight? The Cupola will
accept nominations for Third Degree profile subjects throughout the year at cupola@mbc.edu. Please
send along their name and why you think it would be great to read about them here!

Several of the above questions are courtesy of the
questionnaire invented by Bernard Pivot, used on Bravo’s
Inside the Actors Studio.
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