Guidelines for the Formal Analysis/Museum Project

APPROPRIATE TOPIC: You may write on a work of western art that fits into the time and place(s) studied in the course of the semester: it must complement the course material.  Choose a work that appeals to you. IF you do not like it, you will not convince your audience.   Check your topic with me if you are in doubt about whether it fits.

BRAINSTORMING:
Materials:  If it is an oil painting, what is the texture of the paint?  Is the paint a vehicle for expression? Does the work have meaning or symbolic value?  If it is sculpture, what is it made of? What qualities of the material are apparent? Finish? Smooth? Rough? Effective? 

Style/analysis: What is the style? How can you tell? Describe the work and how it is representative of its style.  Is the work unique in any way? What draws you to it?

Subject: Is the subject religious, secular, portrait, landscape?  When in the artist’s career was the work done? Is the subject unusual in any way? Think about others who painted (made art) that way or produced the same subject. 

Artist: Does the work tell you anything about the artist? Is the artist innovative? Does it show in this work? Remember, your paper is about the work of art and is not a biography of the artist.  Mention the artist’s life only as it relates to the work.

ORGANIZATION: Make a preparatory outline. Give the name of your work in your paper title.  In the first paragraph, you should consider what you want to say about the work and construct a topic sentence that will be your organizational guide.  Organization, specificity and clarity are important.  Use descriptive verbs and nouns. Omit flowery language. 

VITAL INFORMATION: You need to give the vital statistics about your work early in the paper. Give the museum location, origin, artist if known, and date. Consider issues such as: size, style, and materials and how the object was used. Describe by going from the general to the specific in a systematic way.  Can your reader form a reasonable visual picture from your description?  Later in the paper, do not be afraid to be personal. If the work of art moves you, tell why. 

CONTEXT: How does the work reflect its time and place?  Is the work typical of other contemporary works?  Is it still in its original location? If it is in a museum, does it give any sense of its original location or intention?  Is it displayed well? (Hung too high, too low? Meant for a ceiling but hung on a wall?) Is it a part of a series? If so, is the series still intact? If not, can you reconstruct it?  Consider the original function or purpose. Who paid for it?  Private or public patron, private or public viewing? Or was it done for a gallery, free market? Symbolism? Religious or secular?  How was the work originally received? How is it understood today? Do you think some of the meaning is lost? 

PURPOSE: These assignments are to teach you to describe a work of art and put it in context of its time and place.  The paper is a style analysis, NOT a research paper.  Here you apply what you have learned in class.  

Enjoy your project.  Remember, it is from describing that you begin to analyze and from analysis you move into interpretation.  Description is basic to art history writing. 
Checklist 






NAME: ___________________________________



Museum and date of visit: _______________________________________

NOTE: It’s ok to allow someone else, such as a writing center tutor, to proofread your paper as long as comments relate to grammar, organization, and punctuation and not to content. 

I have proof read and checked my paper to assure that it: 
(1) Is completely clear.

(2) Includes each part of the assignment: Name of artist, name of work of art, medium, date, approximate size, museum, description, function if known, etc. as assigned.

(3) Is logically organized.

(4) Is specific, concrete, and sticks to the topic.

(5) Is clearly focused; includes only relevant information.

(6) Offers evidence or examples to support each claim.

(7) Is concise, avoids wordiness and/or repetition.

(8) Is neatly presented: typed, double-spaced, 1-inch margins top, bottom, and sides. No spaces between paragraphs. No plastic covers.

(9) Gives credit for all ideas & words that are not the author's own with proper footnotes and bibliography. (Questions? see Turabian, Barnet, or Art Bulletin form on the web)

(10) Pages are numbered.  Papers without pagination will not be accepted.

(11) Is grammatically correct, correctly spelled and punctuated.


Automatic F for:


3 or more misspelled words 


3 or more run-on sentences


3 or more noun/verb disagreements

(12) I have attached a postcard or photocopy of my work (if available). Photocopy is properly labeled with title, artist, date and museum location. 

(13) My paper has been proofread and run through spell-check.  You may have a writing center tutor assist for form, organization, and grammar.

(14) This paper meets the criteria of the Honor Code: I pledge have visited the art museum named above since September 1, 2004 and I saw this work of art first-hand.  Any sources which I have used other than the textbook are noted. I am responsible for my own written work, which I alone have done. I pledge that this is my own work.

Your signature: __________________________________________________
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