Art History study sheet 



NAME:                                 PRIVATE 

Same format all tests and the final examination

TO BRING:  Bring 3-4 sheets of lined paper with a standard 1" left margin to answer questions ,II-IV and a sharp #2 pencil or a decent pen.  Write large enough and clearly enough for the professor to read your work.  You may use the test sheet for outlining or for notes.  Turn in the test sheet along with your answers.

I. Art identifications: 40 points I will provide paper for this.

Answer everything you can.  Don't allow forgetting the title to cause you to skip everything.  Each line is graded individually, so you can earn partial credit.  Little things add up!

1. 
Artist/architect (if known)
category


title



style


date                  

location


importance/use:
NOTE INSTRUCTIONS:
Artist/Architect: In the early periods, artists and architects are usually are anonymous.  Give name where known. 

Title: name of object of art, building, painting, manuscript page and book
Category: sculpture, painting, architecture, manuscript illumination (give book and name of page), decorative arts; etc. (NOT stone, gold, jewels)

Style: in the earliest periods, name is often synonymous with the name of the civilization or political structure. Later it is by style or sometimes by monarch. The outlines I provide are helpful here.

Date: BROAD.  Any date within those on the outline will do.  Group the images by a general date when you study.  The more recent, the more specific you need to be with the dates.

Location: ONLY for architecture, art connected to architecture (frescoes, tombs, for example) or art that is not easily moved.
Extra points: Arth 101 only: give the artist or architect (if known)

Importance/Use: Consider as you study: What distinguishes this work of art? Why is it important to the study of western art? What does it say about the civilization? Does it reflect some important innovation? Process?  Some unique characteristic of that civilization?

II. Term Identification:  

Define in a sentence two. (Incomplete sentences are acceptable here.) Include an example of a work of art, give an approximate date and the name of the civilization.

II. People/Place Identification: 

Define in a sentence or two. (Incomplete sentences are acceptable here.)  Name the civilization and give an example of a work of art with which they are associated. 

III. Essay question: 

(Fully identify specific works to illustrate your answer, giving the civilization and the approximate date.)

TIP 1: Use the question to form a thesis, and make that the basis of your answer.  Be specific in your answer, citing particular works to support your argument.

TIP 2: Use the test sheet as a scratch sheet for jotting down ideas or to make a rough outline. Then you are less likely to forget important facts.
Art History Study Guide
How to Study:
1. Attend class regularly, and come to every class prepared, having read your assignment.  Stay ahead of me in your readings.  Then you can ask questions if you don't understand something.

2.  Begin early.  Review your notes often. (I used to type out mine, which took less than an hour per class, and key the images to plate numbers in the book, but I realize I am a geek.)

3. Begin your time line early.  Work on it and make use of it as you go along.  It is a good study tool.  That's why I have you do it.  It's really not helpful to do it the night before.

5. Study in small groups, and stick to the subject (Art History) and not what's going on at Hampden-Sydney!

6. Consider the issues.  Go from broad concepts to the details. Don't just memorize pictures.  What are the big issues?  Now support them with evidence, examples (ie, art).  Don't get hung up on picky details, especially early on in your studying.  Does the art reflect religion, politics, economics, philosophy, and how so?  What are the goals of the artists?  For example, consider the treatment of the human figure in Greek art.  How does it change? 

7. Who are the important people, artists as well as political, religious figures?  The important cities?  Who pays for the art?  How does that cause the art to look the way it does?

8. Consider why each piece of art is important. Ask questions such as:  Why did your author choose it, and why did I emphasize it?  What does it exemplify about/contribute to the art of its time?  Why was this piece of art created?  For whom?  What was the piece of art used for? 

9. If we don't discuss it in class, it won't be on the exam.  If I talked about it a lot, kept returning to it as a comparison, then I must think it is important.  Expect to see it again.

10. Don't panic. Don't pull an all-nighter.  It shows, and badly.  You need a good night's sleep.

How to Take the Test:
1. Read questions carefully and follow the directions.

2. Although it is important to answer everything as correctly as possible, I give partial credit on slide identifications and term identifications.  This isn't the SAT.  Use your practical thinking skills and fill in what you DO know. If you can't remember something, give an educated guess!  3. Consider the value of the questions.  If an answer is worth 5 points, don't make an essay of it.  On the other hand, when it is worth a lot, don't write two sentences. Budget your time.

4. An essay question should have at least 3 paragraphs.  Read the question carefully.  It can be your guide to how to organize your answer.  Be sure you stick to the question, and answer all of the question.  Don't go off on something that was not asked. Form a thesis sentence before you start and stick to it.

5. Give yourself a few minutes before you begin to make a scratchy outline, key words to trigger your memory.  Then you can take the pressure off yourself to remember and write the same time.  I promise that in the long run this saves time and produces more coherent essays.  Give a topic sentence at the beginning, which can often be extracted from the question.

